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~New Hope News~
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, MEMBERS OF NEW HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH:   The Annual Meeting of New Hope Lutheran Church will take place on Sunday, February 4, 2018, immediately following the worship service.  The Agenda for the meeting can be found in the fellowship hall Please see Ron Wilhelm or the Church office to add an agenda item. The agenda will be closed on January 25. 
Dated this 31st day of December, 2017.

GRANTSBURG AREA YOUTH RALLY WITH HEART OF THE CITY & UGMTC CHOIR~

Wednesday, January 31st, from 6-8 pm in the Grantsburg High School Auditorium there will be a Winter Area Youth Rally hosted by Heart of the City Worship Band along with The Union Gospel Mission “Changed Lives Choir”. If you are not already committed to serving in another ministry this night, you are welcome to join us. Adults and youth 6th - 12th grades are welcome.
The Backpack Buzz

The Christmas Bake Sale that was held December 2 at the Grantsburg Legion was a success. The total raised was $3600 and all proceeds went to the Grantsburg Area Backpack program which provides a backpack of food for hungry school children to take home on weekends. The next fundraiser for this program is in the planning stages. After the success of last year’s Progressive Dinner another dinner is in the planning stages and is tentatively set for Saturday May 5. Deb Kaslow is the New Hope representative in charge of organizing these events and would like some help in planning this dinner. Other activities are in the planning stages for this night and more information will be available about that soon. If you are interested in helping please see Deb or there is a sign up sheet on the back table. 

Offering Counters Needed~

We are looking for church members who can spare a short amount of time on Sundays after church to volunteer helping with counting the weekly offerings. Detailed instructions are provided and teams will be formed with experienced counters to work with. If you have fair math skills, experience with finance is a plus, and are willing to volunteer, please see the sign up sheet in the fellowship hall.

DivorceCare~

New Session of DivorceCare will begin on February 5th and will run for 13 weeks on Mondays from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. DivorceCare is a weekly video seminar series and support group for people who are separated or divorced. This 13-week program is produced by top experts in grief and recovery. Videos are combined with support group discussions of the materials presented each evening and covers the topics of facing anger, depression and loneliness; new relationships; financial survival; forgiveness; reconciliation; and moving on. The small groups are led by those who have experienced and moved through this difficult life experience and are able to help restore hope through Christ-centered ministry. If you are interested in attending the sessions or would like more information you may visit the DivorceCare Website at https://www.divorcecare.org/. If you are interested in joining a session please call Pastoral Intern Kobi Phillipps (715)431-0187 or email the church office: info@newhopelutheranchurch.org. New People are welcome to join a session at any time. If you would like to make a donation toward workbooks each book costs $15 but a donation is not needed to join a session.

Congregational Prayer ~
Everyone in the congregation is invited to join us for a weekly congregational prayer time.  The prayer meeting is here at the church on Wednesday afternoons from 2 to 3:00 p.m.
.
Men’s Bible Study- Book of Luke

An interesting study, filled with action and adventure so relevant to finding peace and direction in our turbulent times is being presented on the book of Luke. This study meets next door at “Harper's Hangout" on Wednesday mornings at 6:30 am. Ted Knutson is filling in for Dr. Ken Hyatt.
Bible Study- Not a Fan~
This Bible Study series, entitled Not a Fan, is held at 7:30 pm at Tammy and Gene Bloomberg's home on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month. This is not a conventional small group experience.  It is a cinematic journey, a series of six mini-movies, with the perspective and depth to help shape today’s believer into a first century Christ-follower. Whether you’re questioning Christianity or have been walking in the faith for decades, these stories, and the messages behind them, will make you stop and think. Twenty times in the New Testament, Jesus Christ issued a compelling and challenging invitation: “Follow Me.”  

Help on Sundays ~  
At each of our Sunday services there are opportunities to help assist in our time of worship. If you are willing and able to volunteer for any of the ministries listed below, please check out the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall.  We have various areas in which we need help from the congregation.  Also, if there is a time you would like to bring altar flowers in honor or memory of someone, or just because, there is a sign-up sheet for that too. Thank you to all who volunteer their time and talent at New Hope! Needed: Scripture Readers, Communion Assistants, and Nursery Attendants
Noah's Park after School Program ~

New Hope Lutheran and Calvary Covenant have joined together for the after school program for children 3 years old through the 6th grade. The Wednesday program is held at Calvary Covenant Church in Alpha.  The program will follow the school calendar.  If there is no school, school is cancelled, there is early release or early dismissal, there will be no Children's Program at Calvary that afternoon. The time to pick up your children at Calvary will be at 5:15 p.m. on Wednesdays. 

Baby Grand Piano Fundraiser~

We are looking to purchase a baby grand piano for our sanctuary which will cost in the neighborhood of $8,800.   Breaking that amount down comes to $100 for each one of the 88 piano keys. A piano fundraiser chart has been placed in the fellowship hall. For every gift given a portion of one of the 88 piano keys will be colored in as we head toward that goal. To make a gift toward this fundraiser, in addition to your regular offering, please put the amount and the word, "Piano Fund" on the "Other” section of your offering envelope or in the memo line of your check. Thank You.   
Prayers Shawls~

If you know someone who could use a prayer shawl, please contact Sylvia Hanson 715-327-8235 or the church office. Those of you who are making prayer shawls can put them in the totes in the storage room.  God bless all of you for making these prayer shawls.  They give much hope and love to each receiver.

Live on the Internet ~

New Hope's Worship Services can be seen and heard live, or at any time, on the internet.  Simply go to our website: www.newhopelutheranchurch.org  and click on the green icon, Watch Sermons Live, located on the top right of our website home page.

