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ASH WEDNESDAY                                                 March 6, 2019          
     Welcome to Worship!  Today is Ash Wednesday.  It is the day we begin the 40 day season of Lent which will take us right up to Palm Sunday.  The word “Lent” originally simply meant the “spring season” and later took on the meaning of 40 days.  As early as the Fourth Century the Church Fathers saw this as a time of fasting, but not necessarily every day, and as a time of preparation before Holy Week.  The length of 40 days was a type of parallel to the length of the 40 day fast that Moses (Exodus 34:28), Elijah (I Kings 19:8), and Jesus (Matthew 4:2), went through.  

     Lent is a time of personal reflection and Ash Wednesday is A Call to Repentance.  Putting ashes on one’s head (Job 42:1-6) and wearing sackcloth was both a Biblical (Matthew 11:21 & Daniel 9:3) and a not to ancient way of public repentance and seeking after God.  Today when we receive the ashes on our forehead it is a reminder for us to 
“Turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel.” 
Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP

     Pastor      On this Ash Wednesday we gather together in the Name
                     of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
                     Amen.
     All           Jesus, You said that whenever two or three are 
                     gathered together in Your Name that You are right
                     here among us. 

     Pastor     Thank you Lord Jesus for Your Presence among us.

     All          Speak to our hearts today and teach us what You 
                    would have us to know. 

     Pastor     Give us a desire to grow even closer toYou.

     All          And fill us with Your Holy Spirit.

     Pastor      Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me
                      from my sin.

     All           Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right
                     spirit within me.

    Pastor       Cast me not away from Your Presence; and take not
                     Your Holy Spirit from me.

     All           Restore unto me the joy of Your Salvation; and 
                     uphold  me with Your free Spirit.
    Pastor       Amen. 

Opening  Hymn  #99  (Green Hymnal) 
                           “O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days”      

Praise and Thanks      (Taken from I Chronicles 16:35-36)
      Pastor    Save us, O God of our Salvation, and gather us together… 
                    that  we may give thanks to Your Holy Name, and glory 
                    in Your Praise.

     All          Blessed be the LORD God of Israel for ever and ever.

     Pastor     And all of God’s children said,

     All          Amen, Praise the LORD.

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYERS
THE WORD

Gospel:  Leviticus 16:21-22
               Psalm 103:11-12
               Isaiah 44:22 & 53:8
Message:      “Our Sin has been Cut Off in Jesus”
Prayer

Hymn   #296  (Green Hymnal)          “Just as I Am, Without One Plea”

Placing of the Ashes:   “Turn away from sin and be faithful to the
                                      Gospel” 
The Lord’s Prayer     (Found in Matthew 6:9-13)
     Pastor    Let us think about the words we are praying and slowly 
                   pray together the prayer that our Lord taught us:
     All        Our Father, who art in Heaven,  Hallowed be Thy
                  Name. 
                  Thy Kingdom come, 
                  Thy Will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
                  Give us this day our daily bread; 
                  And forgive us our trespasses,  as we forgive those who
                  trespass against us; 

                  And lead us not into temptation, 
                  But deliver us from evil. 
                  For Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the 
                  Glory, forever and ever.   Amen. 

Hymn     #98  (Green Hymnal)    “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” 
Prayer
 Blessing      (Taken from Philippians 4:7)

       Pastor     And now may the Peace of God, which passes all
                      understanding, keep your  hearts and minds in 
                      Christ Jesus. 

       ALL       Amen.

       Pastor     Go in peace and serve the Lord.

       ALL       Thanks be to God.

Postlude

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Choir rehearsal will follow our Ash Wednesday Service.   
  Jesus Loves You
